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ALEXANDRA SOPHIA HANDAL, Ph.D.  
visual artist, filmmaker and writer  
 
 
EDUCATION 
/ 2004-2011 / 
PhD, Fine Art, Chelsea College of Art and Design, University of the Arts London, UK 
/ 1999-2001 / 
MA, Studio Art, New York University, NY, NY 
/ 1993-1997 / 
BFA, Painting and Minor in Art History, Boston University, Boston, MA  
/ Summer 1996 /  
Boston University Division of International Programs, Madrid, Spain 
/ Summer 1994 /  
Paris American Academy, Paris, France 
 
 
AWARDS and GRANTS 
/ 2018 /  
Karimeh Abboud Photography Award, First Prize 
Dar al-Kalima University, College of Arts & Culture, Bethlehem, Palestine 
(JURY: Rula Halawani, Emily Jacir, Tanya Habjouka, Samar Hasboun,  
Stephen Sheehi, Shuruq Harb, Raouf Haj Yahya, Sama Alshaibi) 
/ 2015 / 
Freedom Flowers Foundation Award, Second Prize, Luzern, Switzerland 
/ 2014 / 
Lumen People’s Choice Gold Award, UK 
/ 2013 / 
Artraker Award, Shortlisted, UK 
The Artraker Biennial Awards are for contemporary artists / organisations that shape  
how people understand, engage and respond to violent conflicts and its effects. 
/ 2009/ 
Chelsea College of Art and Design Graduate Research Fund, London, UK 
/ 2007 / 
Chelsea College of Art and Design Graduate Research Fund, London, UK 
/ 2004 / 
- University of the Arts London Research Studentship Award, UK 
- Hassan Hourani Young Artist of the Year Award, Finalist, Ramallah, Palestine 
 
 
SELECTED JURIED EXHIBITIONS 
/2013/  
Unseen, Unknown, Unsung, Artraker Award Ceremony, Goldsmiths University,  
New Academic Building, London, UK 
/2009/  
New Contemporaries 2009, A Foundation, London and Cornerhouse, Manchester, UK 
An internationally juried exhibition that showcases emerging talents in the UK. 
[SELECTORS: Wolfgang Tillmans, Ellen Gallagher, John Stezaker, Saskia Olde Wolbers]  
/1998/  
4th International Exhibition of Women’s Art, SOHO20 Gallery, NY, NY   
[JUROR: Leslie Jones, Museum of Modern Art]  
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/ 1997/  
Shifting Grounds: New Terrain for Printmaking, Boston University Gallery, MA  
[JUROR: Deborah Cornell] 
 
 
SOLO MUSEUM & GALLERY EXHIBITIONS  
/ 2016 /  
Memory Flows like the Tide at Dusk, Museet for Samtidskunst, Roskilde, Denmark 
/ 2004 /  
Recent Work, International Center of Bethlehem, Al-Kahf Gallery, Bethlehem, Palestine 
 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS, INTERDISCIPLINARY and FILM FESTIVALS 
/ 2023 / 
Instant Modernism, Qattan Foundation, Ramallah, Palestine 
/ 2020 / 
Weed Control, Qattan Foundation, Ramallah, Palestine 
/ 2017/  
- Days of Cinema Festival, Institut Français de Jérusalem, East Jerusalem 
- Days of Cinema Festival, Khalil Al Sakakini Cultural Center, Ramallah, Palestine  
/ 2016 / 
After the Last Sky Festival, Ballhaus Naunynstrasse, Berlin, Germany 
/ 2014 / 
-Official Selection, RIDM, UXDoc, Montreal International Documentary Festival, Canada  
-Przemiany Interdisciplinary Festival, Copernicus Science Center in Warsaw, Poland  
/ 2013 /  
Official Selection, IDFA DocLab, 26th Edition of the International Documentary Film Festival 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
/ 2012 / 
-MENA Experimental: Recent Experimental Film & New Media, Artists’ Television Access,  
San Francisco 
- No Man’s Land, Art Chennai, India 
/ 2011 / 
- Here and Now, Centre for Contemporary Art Laznia, Gdansk, Poland  
- Video Lounge, India Art Summit, New Delhi, India 
/ 2010 / 
- Liverpool Biennial, City States, Future Movements, Contemporary Urban Centre, Liverpool, UK 
- Whose Map is it?, Institute of International Visual Arts (INIVA) London, UK 
- Somewhere and Nowhere, On-line Magazine: www.soanyway.org.uk, So Anyway, UK 
/ 2010-2009 / 
Rencontres Internationales Paris/Berlin/Madrid, Documentary Programme, Haus der Kulturen  
der Welt, Berlin Germany (’10), Future National Centre For Visual Arts, Madrid, Spain (’10),  
Centre Culturel de Serbie, Paris, France (’09) 
/ 2009 / 
- New Contemporaries 2009, Touring Exhibition, A Foundation, London & Cornerhouse,  
Manchester, UK,  
- The Other Shadow of the City, Al-Hoash Gallery, East Jerusalem 
- Akhir al Layl/At the end of the night, part of the initiative ‘Mapping’, Art Dubai, Medinat Jumeirah, 
Dubai, UAE 
- Tamam, part of the initiative ‘Mapping’, Video Programme, Art Dubai, Medinat Jumeirah, Dubai, 
UAE 
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FELLOWSHIPS and ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCIES 
/ 2013 / 
Research Fellow, ZK/U – Zentrum für Kunst und Urbanistik, Berlin, Germany 
/ 2003 /  
Artist-in-Residence, Altos de Chavon, Dominican Republic  
/ Summer 1999 /  
School of Visual Arts (SVA) Residency Program, NY, NY 
 
 
RESEARCH COMMISSIONS 
/ 2018-2022 /  
Commissioned Researcher, Mapping Palestinian and Levantine literature 
in Latin America and Caribbean, ERC-Projekt, PalREAD: Country of Words 
Freie Universität, Berlin, Germany 
/ 2017 / 
Researcher and Cultural Advisor for a Bethlehem/East Jerusalem/Ramallah project,  
Nikki Diana Marquardt, Director of Work-In-Progress, Paris, France 
 
 
FOUNDER 
/ 2023-present/ 
Rebel Readers School for the Practice of Emancipatory Literacy (RRSPEL) 
/ 2009-present / 
Ciné-Dérive: Cinema & New Media Production and Distribution House (C-D) 
https://www.cine-derive.com 
/ 2007-present / 
Homebaking Design Laboratory (HBDL) 
- Web & Graphic Design for Boris Gerrets’ films, People I Could Have Been and Maybe Am (2010), 
Shado’man (2014) and Lamentations of Judas (2020) 
- Web Design for interactive web documentary artwork, Dream Homes Property Consultants (DHPC), 
(2007-ongoing) 
- Postcard Design for SURVIVORS! an Ebola film initiative with Sierra Leonean filmmakers.  
 
 
SELECTED PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS and JURY MEMBER 
/2016/ 
Artraker Jury 2016, UK  
/ 2005-2008 / 
Research Student Representative for Practice-based PhD, University of the Arts London, UK 
/ 2004-2010 / 
PhD student member, (TrAIN) Transnational Art, Identity and Nation, University of the Arts London, 
UK  
 
 
SELECTED TEACHING, LECTURES, PANELS and CONFERENCES 
/ 2023 / 
- Special Guest Lecture, On Beginnings and Detours: An Artist Talk with Alexandra Sophia Handal 
as part of Pary El-Qalqili’s course, Decolonizing Berlin with Edward Said: The Arts and the City  
/ 2020 / 
- Q&A with Marie Kloos, 63rd International Leipzig Festival for Documentary and Animated Film, 
Theme: Lamentations of Judas by Boris Gerrets 
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- Podcast conversation with film curators, Hugo Emmerzael and Inge de Leeuw for Directors’ Forum,  
The Netherlands Film Festival, Theme: Lamentations of Judas by Boris Gerrets 
/ 2018 / 
-Seminar, Kan ya ma kan (There was and there was not), Dar Yusuf Nasri Jacir for Art and Research, 
Bethlehem 
- Lecture, The People’s Archive, Qattan Foundation, Ramallah  
/ 2017/ 
-DHPC Live Screening, Diyar/Dar al-Kalima University College of Art and Culture, Bethlehem, 15th 
International Conference: The Palestinian Naksa of 1967 and Its implications 
/ 2016 / 
- Conference Paper, Dar al-Kalima University College of Arts and Culture, Bethlehem, Art and 
Resistance Conference 
/ 2014 / 
- Doc Circuit Montréal: Talent Lab, in conversation with Mark Atkin, Montréal, Canada 
- Guest Lecture, Riwaq Centre for Architectural Conservation, Bi-weekly Seminar, Ramallah, Palestine 
/ 2013 / 
Artist Talks, Node Center for Curatorial Studies, Berlin, Germany 
/ 2010 / 
- Oral History Society Annual Conference 2010, in association with the Victoria Albert Museum 
(V&A) Conference Title: [Record] [Create]: Oral History in Art, Craft and Design, Sackler Centre, 
London, UK 
- Artist Talks, in conjunction with exhibition, Whose Map is it?, INIVA, London, UK  
/ 2009 /  
- Conference Paper, Royal Geographical Society with IBG, Annual International Conference, 
Themed Session: Art and Geographical Knowledge, Organized by Dr Harriet Hawkins, Manchester, 
UK 
- Panel Discussion: The role of 'nation' in artists' work, INIVA, London, [Gabriela Salgado, Curator 
Tate Modern, and Alexandra Sophia Handal, Artist] 
/ 2005 / 
- Seminar: Contemporary Curating in the Context of the Transnational, in association with 
Camberwell Arts Festival and TrAIN, London, [Speakers: Maria Clara Bernal, Guy Brett, Alexandra 
Sophia Handal, Mark Nash, Johan Pijnappel, Gabriela Salgado, Claudia Wegener] 
/ 2004 / 
- Guest Lecturer: Research Associate Course, Chelsea College of Art and Design, London, UK 
- Artist Talk, International Center of Bethlehem (ICB), Palestine 
- Artist Talk, in conjunction to the ICB Solo Show, Khalil Sakakini Center, Ramallah, Palestine  
- Visiting Artist Lecturer: Installation Art Workshop, Advocacy Tool for Youth Concern Program, 
funded by a Tamkeen Grant, International Center of Bethlehem, Palestine 
- Visiting Artist Lecturer: Filosofía del Diseño, Altos de Chavon School of Design, La Romana, 
Dominican Republic 
/ 2003 / 
- Guest Artist/Tutor: Recycled Couture Project, Fashion Department, Altos de Chavon School of 
Design, La Romana, Dominican Republic  
/ 2002 /    
- Panel Discussion: The New Generation of Art from Palestine, The WAH Center, Brooklyn, NY 
 
 
ART COMMISSIONS, CULTURAL INITIATIVES & PROJECTS 
/ 2023 / 
Cover Art and Design for PalREAD Podcast commissioned by Palread: Country of Words, Freie 
Universität, Berlin, Germany 
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/ 2023 / 
Artwork commissioned by Qattan Foundation, Ramallah for group exhibition, Instant Modernism 
/ 2020 / 
3-minute film commissioned by DOK Leipzig to introduce Boris Gerrets’ film, Lamentations of Judas 
for its hybrid festival during COVID. 
/ 2020 / 
Artwork commissioned by Qattan Foundation, Ramallah for group exhibition, Weed Control  
/ 2017 / 
SURVIVORS! an Ebola film initiative with Sierra Leonean filmmakers to address the social stigmas 
that befall Ebola survivors. Produced by Boris Gerrets for pippaciné in collaboration with Alexandra 
Sophia Handal for Ciné-Dérive and Ernest Mannah for the Sierra Leone Film Foundation. 
 
 
FILMOGRAPHY: FILM & NEW MEDIA 
What have I forgotten to tell you? 
Short Documentary Film, Colour, HD, Sound, 8min 40sec, 2016 
Director, Script, Photographer, Sound, Co-editor & Producer 
100 Metres 
Short Documentary Film, Colour, HD, Sound, 5 min 6 sec, 2016 
Director, Script, Photographer, Sound, Co-editor & Producer 
Tête d’un Homme (Portrait of a Man) 
Short Documentary Film, Colour, HD, Sound, 3 min 42 sec, 2013 
Director, Script, Photographer, Sound, Co-editor & Producer 
On a Winter’s Night 
Short Documentary Film, Colour, HD, Sound, 7 min 50 sec, 2013 
Director, Script, Photographer, Sound, Co-editor & Producer 
From the Bed & Breakfast Notebooks 
Experimental Short, B&W, Sound, 13 min 46 sec, 2008/9 
Director, Script, Photographer, Sound Designer, Producer 
Dream Homes Property Consultants (DHPC) 
Interactive Web Documentary Art 
Project date: 2007-ongoing  / November 2013: International Premiere at IDFA DocLab 
Director, Script, Sound, Cinematography, Narrator & Narration, Web Designer, Co-editor, Producer 
 
 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS BY THE ARTIST 
/ 2023 / 
Handal, A.S (2023) A Kiss or Everything Sacred that Went Unnoticed on Mount of Olives during 
Twilight (An Ode to Clandestine Love). In: Instant Modernism, ex. text, Ramallah: A.M. Qattan 
Foundation. [Internet] Universes in Universes. Available from: 
<https://universes.art/en/specials/qattan-foundation/instant-modernism/artworks/alexandra-
sophia-handal> 
/ 2022 /  
Handal, A.S. (2022) Orobanche Aegyptiaca. In: Weed Control, ex. cat., Ramallah: A.M. Qattan 
Foundation. 
/ 2017/ 
Handal, A.S. (2017) A Passage from a Diary of Echoes. Jerusalem Quarterly 69: 16-20 & 11, 21, 27, 
55, 97. [Internet] 
Available from: <https://www.palestine-studies.org/sites/default/files/jq-
articles/Pages_from_JQ_69_-_Handal_with_5_Images_0_0.pdf> 
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/ 2016 / 
- Handal, A.S. (2016) From the Bed & Breakfast Notebooks. In: Agathangelou, A.M. and Killian, K.D. 
ed. Time, Temporality and Violence in International Relations: (De) fatalizing the Present, Forging 
Radical Alternatives (Interventions). Oxford: Routledge. 
- Handal, Alexandra S. (2016) Memory Flows Like the Tide at Dusk, ex.cat. (contributing essays by  
William Uricchio, Chiara De Cesari and Birgitte Kirkhoff Eriksen, Artist writings by A.S.Handal and 
Conversation between artist, A.S. Handal and curator Alia Rayyan), Roskilde, Denmark: Museet for 
Samtidskunst. 
/ 2013 / 
Handal, A.S. (2013) Chronicle from the Field. In: Partington, M. and Sandino, L. ed. Oral History in the 
Visual Arts. London: Berg Publishers. 
 
 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS ON THE ARTIST’S WORK 
/ 2022 /  
- Al Namara, Rania. (2022) ‘On Histories of Dispersal, The Missing Pictures, And Ways of Knowing: 
The Artist’s Space Redefined for a Plural Art Practice’. In: Ryan, K. M. and David Staton, Interactive 
Documentary: Decolonizing Practice-Based. 1st edition. New York: Routledge. 
/2018/ 
-Wainwright O. (2018) Beacon of culture: West Bank's £16m arts centre opens against huge odds, 
[Internet] UK, The Guardian. Available from: 
<https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2018/jun/29/a-beacon-of- culture-west-bank-new-
arts-centre-built-on-hope> 
/2016/ 
- Matzen, Pernille L. (2016) Værker med dokumenteret effect, [Internet] Denmark, Information. 
Available from: <https://www.information.dk/kultur/anmeldelse/2016/09/vaerker-dokumenteret-
effekt> -Haugstrup, D. (2016) Erindringen om et hjem, [Internet], Denmark, Magasinet Kunst. 
Available from: <http://www.magasinetkunst.dk/Home/Detail/MTUyNTM%3D> 
-Holm, Ditte V. (2016) Vi efterlod en del af os selv i huset, [Internet], Denmark, Kunsten. Available 
from: <https://kunsten.nu/journal/vi-efterlod-del-os-selv-huset/> 
-Pedersen, Lars A. (2016) Fiktiv side fortæller palæstinensiske flygtninge historier, [Internet], 
Roskilde, Denmark, Dagbladet. Available from: <https://sn.dk/Roskilde/Fiktiv-side-fortaeller-
palaestinensiske-f ly g tn in g e - h is torie r/a rtik e l/5 9 7 8 1 1 > 
/ 2015 / 
- Photiou, M. (2015) Be/Come Closer to Home: Narratives of Contested Lands in the Visual Practices 
of Katerina Attalidou and Alexandra Handal. Third Text, vol. 29 (4-5) pp. 340-355. 
/ 2014 / 
- Biggs, I. (2014) ‘Singing Across Thresholds’. In: Elkins, J. ed. Artists with PhDs: On the New Doctoral 
Degree in Studio Art. 2nd ed. Washington, DC: New Academia Publishing, LLC. 
- MIT Open Documentary Lab (2014) Dream Homes Property Consultants (DHPC) [Internet] 
Cambridge, The Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Available from: 
<http://docubase.mit.edu/project/dream-homes- property-consultants/> 
- Pearce, P. (2014) RIDM ’14: The Use and Abuse of Poetry in Documentary Film [Internet] 
Cambridge, MA, Independent Magazine. Available from: <http://independent-
magazine.org/2014/11/ridm-14-use-abuse- p oe try - d ocu me n ta ry - f ilm/> 
- Elmusa, K. (2015) Alexandra Handal Combines Palestinian History and Art in Web Documentary 
[Internet] Tustin, CA, Institute for Middle East Understanding. Available from: 
<http://imeu.org/article/alexandra- handal-combines-palestinian-history-and-art-in-web-
documentary> 
- Artraker (2014) Unseen, Unknown, Unsung. London: Urban Guru Publishing. 
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/ 2013 / 
Makhoul, B. (2013) Palestinian Video Art: Constellation of the Moving Image. Jerusalem: Al-Hoash. 
/ 2010 / 
- Langret, E. (2010) Future Movements. [Internet] Berlin, Nafas Art magazine. Available from: 
<http://universes-in-universe.org/eng/nafas/articles/2010/future_movements> 
- Schultz, D. (2010) Whose Map is it? New mapping by artists. Art Monthly, No 338, July-August,  
pp. 32-33. 
- Platt, E. (2010) Forbidden City [Internet] London, New Statesman. Available from: 
<h ttp://www.newstatesman .com/art/2010/10/jeru salem-arab-artists-city> 
- Sumpter, H. (2010) The Art of Cartography. Time Out, 10-16 June, p. 46. 
/ 2009 / 
- Wilkes, J. (2009) New Contemporaries 2009 [Internet] London, Studio International. Available from: 
< h ttp : //www. s tu d ioin te rn a tion a l. co. u k /re p orts /n e w_ con te mp ora rie s 0 9 . a s p > 
- Medina, M. (2009) Mediterranean: East Jerusalem: The Other Shadow of the City. 
[Internet] Rome, Babel Med. Available from: 
<http://www.babelmed.net/Countries/Mediterranean/east_jerusalem.php?c=4665&m=9&l=en>  
 
 
PUBLIC COLLECTIONS  
Museet for Samtidskunst (Museum of Contemporary Art), Roskilde, Denmark  
 
 


